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Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Opioid overdose is a significant cause of
death in New York City.

On April 1, 2006, a new law will take effect
in New York State allowing the administration
of naloxone (Narcan) by a non-medical person
in case of an overdose. The New York State
Department of Health has established regula-
tions for opioid overdose prevention
programs so that opioid users and others can
be trained in overdose prevention including
the administration of naloxone.

The Harm Reduction Coalition, in collabora-
tion with New York City syringe exchange
programs, has been running the SKOOP (Skills
and Knowledge on overdose Prevention)
project for 1 year. SKOOP has prescribed and
distributed nearly 1000 naloxone kits at the
syringe exchanges in New York City. The pro-
ject is also able to offer technical assistance to
agencies wishing to set up their own
overdose programs.

This symposium is intended for staff of
medical, social service and drug treatment
programs to learn about this new initiative so
that offering overdose prevention skills to
opioid users and others can become a
standard of care. The regulations will be out-
lined and existing programs both nationally
and here in New York City will be described.
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The Harm Reduction Coalition, the New Y ork City
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the New
York State Health Department are providing thisimpor-
tant symposium free of charge. Many service providers
and concerned citizens of the Tri-state area are eager to
attend.

Spaceislimited and we don’t want to turn people
away. Upon registering please, DO make a
commitment to attend. We appreciate your interest and
cooperation.

Please detach this form and fax it back to:
Harm Reduction Coadlition

Adriana Koehn

Overdose Symposium

Fax: 212-213-6582

For conference information, please call 212-213-6376 32
or e-mail conference@harmreduction.org.
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