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SYRINGE EXCHANGE GAINS GROWING CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT
Movement to Lift Ban Continues to Gain Momentum As Committee Meets, Bill
Moves Through to Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C.-A sign-on letter addressed to Congressional leadership calling for Congress to lift the federal ban on the funding for syringe exchange programs, a key weapon in the fight against the spread of HIV and Hepatitis C, was released today with 55 signatures. The letter, circulated by Representatives Elijah E. Cummings (D-MD) and Michael Castle (R-DE), gained bi-partisan support, with four Republican signers.

“The time is long overdue for us to end the failed policies of the past by lifting the federal ban on funding for syringe exchange programs," said Rep. Cummings. "A growing number of Members of Congress recognize the critical role that these programs play in combating the HIV/AIDS epidemic in our communities.  The American people demand and deserve these critical services, and we must answer their call.” 
"I am pleased to join my House colleagues to support lifting the ban on federal funding for syringe exchange, which has hindered our ability to respond effectively to the HIV/AIDS epidemic," said Rep. Castle.  "We know that syringe exchange programs work -- they are a critical tool in putting an end to the spread of HIV, while in many cases also providing greater access to health care, education, and addiction treatment."

The House Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies, the committee with jurisdiction over the ban, met today. Five of the Subcommittee members have signed the letter, including Representatives Patrick Kennedy (D-RI), Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-IL), Mike Honda (D-CA), Barbara Lee (D-CA) and Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA).

The letter, addressed to House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader, John Boehner, reads:
“We believe it is now time to take a fresh look at the epidemic here at home, bolster efforts to reduce HIV infections, and allow states to design programs with proven results.  As supporters of effective and evidence-based HIV prevention, we are writing to urge you to remove the restriction on use of federal funds for syringe exchange programs (SEPs) in the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act.”

The bi-partisan support for the letter is the latest in a series of events showing broad and growing momentum for support to lift the ban. A bill that would remove all federal funding restrictions for syringe exchange will be introduced in July by Representatives Jose Serrano (D-NY) following his leadership in last year’s Congressional vote to lift the federal ban on funding for syringe exchange programs in Washington, D.C. And, in February, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Urban League and other national organizations called on Congress to lift the federal ban, citing the devastating effects of HIV on African-American communities.

“The support for lifting the federal ban on syringe exchange programs continues to grow because these programs have repeatedly shown they stop the spread of HIV and Hepatitis C. We hope that Congress will decide to save the lives of thousands of Americans and vote to lift the federal ban,” said Allan Clear, director of the Harm Reduction Coalition, the group spearheading the effort the lift the ban.

For more information or to see a copy of the letter visit www.harmreduction.org
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